Welcome to Advanced Placement (AP) Physics!

Grading Policies and Student Expectations

Mr. Kemper  Room H113
E-mail address : Kemper_Steve@asdk12.org
Here are some guidelines to make your year in AP Physics a safe and successful one.  This is a more advanced course and it is my goal to prepare you for the AP Physics exam or your first college Physics course.   

Approximate grade breakdown 
Tests and Quizzes - 70%

Labs, Projects, homework checks - 30%

Grades will be determined from your total points on the following scale:

90% and up..................A

80% and up..................B

70% and up..................C

60% and up..................D

below 60%....................F

Homework should be expected daily and is due at the beginning of the period the next school day.  It may include problems from the book, problems from past AP tests or worksheets.  Generally, homework problems are for your practice only and will not be collected but a homework check is always possible. 

Tests and Quizzes will periodically be used to check your understanding of concepts, procedures and information  and will consist of understanding of reading assignments, chapter  problems or questions from past AP Exams that deal with topics we have already covered.  Tests are challenging and will be given after each topical unit.  They will resemble parts of the AP Physics Exam that students will take in May.  We will be using Cutnell/Johnson 6th edition for our text and Practice tests and other aids can be found at the Cutnell site : http://bcs.wiley.com/he-bcs/Books?action=index&bcsId=1346&itemId=0471151831.  Lots of neat stuff is available but if you are looking for practice multiple choice questions, choose both the “Practice MCAT Quizzes” and the “Self Assessment Tests”.  
Labs or small projects will be graded on safety, participation, and quality of write-up.  I expect neatly handwritten or typed reports.  I will take off for messiness, incompleteness or a poor conclusion.  

Calendars containing your homework assignments and labs will be posted on the bulletin board.   Missed handouts may be picked up here as well.

Make-up work - It is your responsibility to keep up with missing assignments, labs and tests when you are absent.  Lab makeup must be scheduled within 2 days of your return.  Tests and quizzes must be made up the day you return unless special arrangements were made or you had an extended absence.
Supplies required every day:


-your book


-a binder or folder to keep notes, calendars, assignments, labs and other  handouts


-notebook paper


-a writing utensil (a bleeding finger doesn't count)

-a calculator (nothing fancy - anything beats an abacus, but one that does scientific notation is a  lifesaver!)

Attendance policies of the school will be followed.  Your regular and punctual attendance is considered extremely important and will be treated as such.  If you get behind in AP physics, it will be very tough for you to catch up.

Appointments to see me can be arranged before or after school.  I will also be in H113 during most lunches.  Please do not hesitate if you feel you need extra help - do not wait!   No question is silly and you will find that I am very patient!

Classroom behavior is of the highest expectation and standard because of the laboratory nature and potential danger of this course.  


1. You are expected to follow directions carefully.

2. Never perform any experiment or procedure not specifically directed by your instructor or assigned in the lab. 

3. No playful behavior will be permitted in the laboratory.  Such behavior may result in your being permanently removed from the room because of the potential hazard of such behavior to you and to other students in this environment.  


4. Safety equipment must be worn as directed to complete labs. 

5. No food, drinks or loose clothing (such as coats, hats or any other potentially hazardous articles) will be permitted in the lab.   

6. No cell phones, Ipods or other electronic equipment other than calculators may be used in the classroom.  

