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MLA Endnotes 
 
Endnotes are a form of in-text citation used commonly by historians. When you wish to cite a source in 
the middle of your text, place a superscript Arabic numeral at the end of the sentence where you relied 
on the source. Your numbers should be sequential throughout your paper, beginning with the number 1. 
 
At the end of your paper, include a page with the title “Notes” centered at the top of the page. The first 
line of each citation on your notes page should be indented ½ inch from the left margin. All other lines 
in the citation should begin at the left margin. Begin the note with the superscript numeral, followed by 
the entry. Examples are given below. If you cite a work multiple times, you should use a shortened 
version of the citation. This can usually be the author’s last name followed by the page numbers used for 
this reference. If you have used multiple sources by the same author, you can use a short version of the 
work’s title for multiple entries. You should repeat the short citation even for back-to-back entries. 
 

Endnote Citation Examples 
 
Books  Author, Title (City: Publisher, Year) Page(s). 
 
Book: single author 

1 Nelson Mandela, Long Walk to Freedom: The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela (Boston: 
Little, Brown and Company, 1995) 230. 
 
Second reference to a source 

2 Mandela 322. 
 
Book: two authors 
 3 Richard T. Schaefer and Robert P. Lamm, Sociology, 6th ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1998) 
543-544. 
 

Book: more than two authors 
 4 Gabriel A. Almond, et al., Comparative Politics Today: A World View (New York: Longman, 
2003) 395-398. 
 
Newspaper, Magazine, or Journal Articles 

Author, “Article Title,” Periodical Title DD MMM. YYYY: Page(s). 
 
 5 Anne Sutton, “Senators Urge High Court Delay,” Anchorage Daily News 15 Nov. 2006: B1+. 
 
Electronic Sources 
 Author, “Page Title,” Site Title, Publication Date, Access Date <http://URL>. 
 
Website: All Information Found 
 6 Philip Kunhardt, Jr., et al., “James Madison: Creating the Balance,” Miller Center of Public 
Affairs, 19 Jan. 2005, 27 Nov. 2005 < http://www.americanpresident.org/ 
history/jamesmadison/biography/resources/Articles/KunhardtMadison.article.shtml>. 
 
Website: No Author or Date Available (must have at least title, date accessed & URL) 
 7 “The Madison Family,” James Madison’s Montpellier, 27 Nov. 2006 
<http://www.montpelier.org/history/madisons.cfm>. 
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MLA Works Cited 
 
In addition to the endnotes page, MLA style requires a Works Cited Page. This page gives all the 
information necessary for an interested party to track down the sources that you used. Unlike an 
endnotes page which references specific in-text citations, a works cited page lists each source just once. 
Sources on your works cited page should be listed altogether (not divided by source type) and should be 
alphabetized based on the beginning of the entry. When a piece of required information is not available 
for a source (rare, except with websites), it is acceptable to simply omit the information. 
 
Your page should have the title “Works Cited” centered at the top The entire page should be double-
spaced, but no other spaces should be left between the entries. The first line of each entry should start at 
the left margin; all subsequent lines within each entry should be indented ½ inch (this is known as a 
hanging indent). A sample works cited list is shown below, using the same sources as found on the other 
side of this sheet. For additional types of sources, see the MLA handout available in the DHS Library. 
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