
ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

 

ASD MEMORANDUM #71 (2004-2005) October 11, 2004 
 

TO:  SCHOOL BOARD 
 
FROM: OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 
SUBJECT: ENROLLMENT STATUS UPDATE: SEPTEMBER 30, 2004  
 
 
PERTINENT FACTS: 
 
Enrollment as of September 30, 2004, the official membership date for the 
District, was a total of 49,454 students.  This enrollment represents 209 (-0.4%) 
fewer students than the 49,663 reported for the same time last year. 
 
Table 1 compares the September 30, 2004 enrollment, by category, to the 
comparable figures for September 30, 2003.  The enrollment increases this school 
year, over last school year, were in the Kindergarten, Senior High, and Other 
Secondary programs.  The increase in Kindergarten can be attributed to a change 
in policy to extend the eligibility cut-off date for students to September 1, rather 
than August 15.    

TABLE 1 
Comparison of 

9/30/2003 Membership vs. 9/30/2004 Membership 
 

Category 9/30/2003 9/30/2004 Difference 
    
Elementary Schools 
Kindergarten 3,570 3,691 121 
    Elementary Schools 
Grades 1-8 22,421 21,875 -546 
    Middle Schools 7,674 7,514 -160 
    
Senior High Schools 12,801 13,199 398 
    Other Secondary Schools 
and Programs 2,035 2,045 10 
    
Pre-Elementary,  
Level 3 Spec. Ed.,  
and Special Services 1,162 1,130 -32 
    
Total 49,663 49,454 -209 
 



 
The increases in Senior High Schools and Other Secondary were the result of 
large Kindergarten classes of the early 1990’s.  Increases in the upper grade levels 
are expected to continue through 2006. 
 
The current September 30 enrollment is 45 students less than the projection of 
49,499. This represents a 0.09 percent deviation from the projection. Modified 
student activation procedures, over the past two years, have helped to stabilize 
student enrollment numbers.  This stability was needed to ensure valid and 
comparable data are used for future planning and budgeting, as well as 
enrollment projections. Table 2 compares the September 30, 2004 enrollment by 
category to the projections.   
 
   

TABLE 2 
 

September 30, 2004 Actual and  
Projected Enrollment 

 

Programs 
Actual 

9/30/2004 
Projected 
9/30/2004 Difference 

    
Elementary 
Schools 
Kindergarten 3,691 3,566 125 
    
Elementary 
Schools 
Grades 1-8 21,875 22,020 -145 
    
Middle Schools 7,514 7,626 -112 
    
Senior High 
Schools 13,199 12,997 202 
    
Other Secondary 
Schools and 
Programs 2,045 2,109 -64 
    
Pre-Elementary,  
Level 3 Spec. Ed.,  
and Special 
Services 1,130 1,181 -51 
    
Total 49,454 49,499 -45 
    



 
 
Kindergarten enrollment was projected to remain relatively flat compared to last 
school year.  However, there was a 3.4 percent increase in Kindergarten 
enrollment.   
 
Enrollments in the Elementary and Middle schools were projected to decline.  In 
addition, Elementary schools enrolled 145 fewer students than projected.  Middle 
schools had 112 students less than projected. 
 
Enrollment increases were projected for High schools, Other Secondary schools, 
and Special Services.  High schools had 202 students more than their projected 
enrollment. Other Secondary schools were down from projected by 64 students.  
Special services had 51 fewer students than projected. 
 
To review the detailed membership for each school, please refer to Attachment 
A.   
 
 
Attachment 
 
CC/GV/RA/ODS/jg 
 
Prepared by: Ophelia Dargan-Steed, Demographer 
 Ray Amsden, Director of Facilities 
 
Approved by:  George Vakalis, Assistant Superintendent of Support Services 
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