
ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

 
 
ASD MEMORANDUM #278 (2004-2005) May 23, 2005 
 
TO:  SCHOOL BOARD 
 
FROM: OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 
SUBJECT: THIRD QUARTER SUSPENSION/WEAPONS/EXPULSION 
  REPORT – 2004-2005 
 
PERTINENT FACTS: 
 
Each quarter information regarding suspensions and expulsions for various 
offenses, including weapons, is collected from the elementary, middle, and high 
schools.  This information is shown in the narrative below and also as 
Attachments A-F.  
 
Elementary suspensions during third quarter of the 2004-2005 school year 
remained the same as third quarter of last school year (384).  There were nine 
weapons violations that resulted in suspension during the third quarter of 2004-
2005 (six small knives, two toy guns and one pair of scissors), compared to four 
reported weapons incidents during the third quarter of 2003-2004. 
 
Middle schools showed a significant decrease in overall suspensions during third 
quarter this year, from 984 last year to 726 this year.  There were no firearm 
incidents this year compared to three in third quarter last year.  Other weapons 
incidents increased from six in third quarter 2003-2004 to eight during the same 
time period in 2004-2005. 
 
The number of high school suspensions for the third quarter of the 2004–2005 
school year is 779.  This represents a decrease of 12 suspensions as compared to the 
791 suspensions in the third quarter.  There was one firearm incident during third 
quarter this year, compared to none last year, but other weapons incidents 
decreased from nine during third quarter last year to three this year. 
 
Third Quarter Expulsions 
 
Eight middle school students and 32 high school students were expelled by the 
School Board during the third quarter of the 2004-2005.  During the third quarter 
of 2003-2004, there were 13 students expelled from the Anchorage School 
District. 
 



 2

Expulsions for middle school students were for the following reasons: 
drugs/alcohol (4), weapons (1 knife), fighting/assault (1), threats to staff (1) and 
vandalism (1).  High school students were expelled for drugs/alcohol (17), 
vandalism (6), fighting (4), assault (2), threats (1), weapons (1) and firearms (1). 
 
 
Discipline Reports 
 
The elementary, middle school, and high school discipline summaries follow.  
These show elementary third quarter by school and category (Attachments A & 
B); middle schools third quarter by school and category (Attachments C & D); 
high school third quarter by school and category (Attachments E & F).  
 
Elementary Schools 
 
There were three drug and alcohol suspensions for the third quarter compared to 
twenty during the third quarter last year.  There were eight sexual harassment 
suspensions this year compared to seven last year.  The largest areas of decrease 
were seen in fighting, which decreased by 18 suspensions and reckless behavior, 
which decreased by thirteen.  Compared to last year, assault decreased by four 
suspensions, while threats increased by eight. 
 
Twelve elementary schools had zero suspensions in the third quarter of both 
2003/2004 and 2004/2005, while eight schools had one to three suspensions.  Ten 
schools increased suspensions over the third quarter of last year by one to two, 
and 17 schools increased suspensions by three or more.  Twenty-five schools had 
a decrease in the number of suspensions from the third quarter of last year, while 
at eight schools the number of suspensions remained the same.   
 

Elementary Third Quarter  
Suspensions by Category Comparison 

 
Second Quarter Offense 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 
Profanity/Language 22 15 16 
Fighting 137 154 136 
Theft/Robbery 11 5 9 
Dangerous     
Actions/Materials 

31 11 23 

Firearms 0 0 0 
General Disruptive 
Behavior 

34 29 29 

Willful Disobedience 31 16 19 
Sexual Harassment 8 7 8 
Harassment/Bullying 19 30 33 
Assault 11 23 19 
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Second Quarter Offense 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 
Attempted [category] 0 0 0 
Fireworks 0 0 0 
Inapp. Sexual Behavior 0 4 5 
Reckless Behavior 0 46 33 
Threats 0 11 19 
Weapons 12 4 9 
Disobedience 0 0 10 
Drug/Alcohol 2 20 3 
Tobacco 2 2 2 
Other 13 7 11 

Totals 333 384 384 
 

Elementary Third Quarter  
Expulsions Comparison 

 
Third Quarter 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 

 0 0 0 
 

Elementary Third Quarter  
Findings of Causality Comparison 

 
Third Quarter 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 

 0 0 0 
 

Elementary Third Quarter  
Repeaters Comparison 

 
Third Quarter 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 

 39 43 40 
 
 
Middle Schools 
 
The suspension rate for the third quarter of the 2004-2005 school year for grade 
six (Mirror Lake only), seven and eight is 726.  There were 984 suspensions 
during the same period in 2003-2004 and 840 in 2002-2003.  There were increases 
in fighting of 15, and drugs/alcohol of eight.  Of note are decreases in the 
following categories: 46 in harassment, 67 in disobedience and 32 in general 
disruptive behavior. 

 
This year middle schools delivered the 12 lesson Aggressors, Victims and 
Bystanders Program to all seventh grade students.  Middle school teachers and 
administrators put forth substantial effort and energy with this program and to 
address the issues of bullying through a comprehensive change in school climate. 



 4

 
Middle School Third Quarter  

Suspensions by Category Comparison 
 
Offense  2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 
Fighting/Physical Violence 249 164 179 
Assault  13 13 
Harassment (Total) 49  93 47 
   Sexual Harassment  (29)  (7) 
   Harassment/Bullying   (64) (40) 
Firearms 0 3 0 
Other Weapons 8 6 8 
Drugs/Alcohol 20 21 29 
Tobacco 11 7 2 
Disobedience 56 118 51 
Profanity/Obscenity/Language   60 
Attendance – Truancy   13 
Attendance-Excess Tardies   4 
Theft/Robbery   13 
Vandalism/Destruction of Property   2 
Dangerous Actions or Materials   54 
General Disruptive Behavior    53 
Failure to Service/Refused Option   7 
Failure to Identify Self   2 
Suspension until Parent Conference   6 
False Info/Witness/Lying   8 
Accessory to an Act   11 
Bus Misconduct   4 
Disruptive Items   2 
Excessive Display of Affection   1 
Forgers/False Impers/Cheating   2 
Fire Works Explosives   1 
Dress/Inappropriate Attire   1 
Inappropriate Sexual Behavior   17 
Misuse of Internet, Email Network   5 
Prohibited Organizations/Groups   1 
Reckless & Unsafe Behavior   35 
Threats/Instigating   40 
Vandalism/Pranks   6 
Disruptive Behavior   48 
Other   1 
 
 Total 840 984 726 
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Middle School Third Quarter  
Expulsions Comparison 

 
 Offense  2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 
 
 Fighting/Assault 2 1 1 
 Harassment 0 0 0 
 Firearms 0 0 0 
 Other Weapons 0 0 1 knife 
 Drugs/Alcohol 2  0 4 
 Disobedience 0 0 0 
 Threats to Staff 0 0 1 
 Other 1 threats 0 1 vandalism  
 
 Totals 5 1 8 
 
Six recommendations for expulsion are pending Board hearing.  One expulsion 
recommendation was modified due to findings of causality. 
 
 
 

Expulsions by Middle School 
 

Goldenview 2nd Drug Offense (1) 
Hanshew Weapon/Knife (1) 
Mears 2nd Drug/Alcohol (2) 
Mirror Lake Assault to Staff (1) 
Mirror Lake Drug Sales (1) 
Wendler Threats to Staff (1) 
Wendler Vandalism (1) 

 
 

Middle School Third Quarter  
Findings of Causality Comparison 

 
Quarter 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 
 
Sexual Harassment - Clark 1 0 0 
  (Emotionally Disturbed) 
Second Drug/Alcohol – Hanshew 1 0 0 
  (Learning Disabled)  
Weapon/Firearms (Clark) 0 1 0 
  (Emotionally Disturbed) 
Threats to Staff (Hanshew) 0 0 1 
 (Emotionally Disturbed) 
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Middle School Third Quarter  
Repeaters Comparison 

 
Quarter   2002-2003   2003-2004  2004-2005 
 
Third Quarter 156  198 126 

 
 

Third Quarter Expulsion/Suspension Report 
Polaris K-12 School 

 
Suspensions 
There were eight suspensions for the third quarter at Polaris K-12 School for the 
2004-2005 school year.  This represents an increase of seven suspensions 
compared to the same quarter last year.  Three suspensions were for 
drugs/alcohol, one suspension for threats, one for weapons (knife), one for theft, 
and two for general disruptive behavior. 
 
There were no expulsions from Polaris K-12 School for the third quarter of 2004-
2005. 
 
 
 
High Schools 
 
During the third quarter of 2004-2005, fighting incidents in high schools decreased 
by 17 compared to the third quarter of the 2003-2004 school year (from 79 to 62). 
Third quarter drug suspensions decreased by 16 compared to third quarter of 
2003-2004 (from 92 to 76) and alcohol incidents decreased by 13 (from 30 to 17). 
 

High School Third Quarter  
Suspensions by Category Comparison 

 
Offense 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 
 
Fighting/Threats 150 93 88 
 Fighting  (79) (62) 
 Threats  (14) (26)  
Assault 26  9 23 
Harassment 10 8 22 
*Sexual Harassment 7 10 3 
Firearms 0 0 2 
Weapons-not firearms 9 9 3 
Weapons reporting policy 0 0 1 
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Offense 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 
Drug/Alcohol 88 122 93 
 Drugs  (92) (76) 
 Alcohol  (30) (17) 
Smoking 24 9 20 
Willful Disobedience 67 75 59 
 OTHER 550 (456) (465) 
Profanity/Obscenity  67 71 
General Disruptive Behavior  64 39  
Dangerous Actions/Materials  29 28 
Larceny/Theft  15 16 
Truancy  33 32 
Failure to Identify Self  7 9 
False Witness/Lying  23 37 
Vandalism/Fire  2 8 
Vandalism/Pranks  0 1 
Excessive Tardies  8 17 
Suspension until Parent Conference  9 4 
Refused Option to Suspension  146 118 
Accessory to an Act  1 4 
Arson  1 0 
Attempt  1 0 
Bus Misconduct  1 0 
Criminal Acts  4 0 
Disruptive Items  2 2 
Forgery  12 18 
Fireworks/Explosives  1 0 
Prohibited Organization/Gangs  9 1 
Reckless/Unsafe Behavior  5 15 
Trespass  7 5 
Disruptive Behavior/Disobedience  5 32 
False Alarm/Bomb Threat  0 2 
Dress/Inappropriate Attire  0 1 
Inappropriate Sexual Behavior  0 2 
Misuse of Internet, E-mail  0 2 
In Hall Without a Pass  0 1 
“Other” (VAX category)  4 0 
  
Totals 931 791 779 
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High School Third Quarter  
Repeaters Comparison 

 
 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 

 123 96 94 
   

Repeat offenses would not necessarily be in the same category.  A student that 
has been suspended on first drug or alcohol violation, for instance, may later be 
suspended for a different infraction and be listed as a repeater. 
 
 

 
High School Third Quarter Expulsion Report 

Expulsions by Category Comparison 
 

Offense 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 
 
Assault 6 1 2 
Weapons 2 1 1 
Firearms 0 0 1 
Drug & Alcohol 11 7 17 (drugs) 
Fighting & Threats 0 0 4 (fight) 
             1 (threats) 
Vandalism 0 0 6 
Felony charges 1 0 0 
Arson 0 2 0 
     

 Totals 20 11 32 
 
There were seven additional recommendations for expulsion; four drug incidents 
and three fight incidents that occurred in April that are currently pending Board 
action. 
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High School Third Quarter 
Expulsions by High School 

 
School Offense 
Benny Benson Drug/Alcohol  (1) 
Bartlett Drug/Alcohol  (4) 
 Threats             (1) 
Chugiak Drug/Alcohol  (3) 
 Fight                  (1) 
Dimond Drug/Alcohol (1) 
 Vandalism        (3) 
 Weapon/BB gun (1) 
East Drug/Alcohol  (2) 
 Fight                 (2) 
 Assault             (1) 
 Vandalism        (1) 
Service Drug/Alcohol  (3) 
 Assault (1) 
 Fight (1) 
South Drug/Alcohol (2) 
 Weapon/guns (1) 
 Vandalism (1) 
West Drug/Alcohol  (1) 
 Vandalism  (1) 
 
 TOTAL 32 

 
 

High School Third Quarter 
Finding of Causality Comparison 

 
Third Quarter  2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 
Threats to harm w/weapon - East  1 0 0 
(Emotional Disability) 
Possession of BB gun - Benny Benson 1 0 0 
(Traumatic Brain Injury)  
Drug/Alcohol - Dimond 
(Emotionally Disturbed  0 *1  0 
 
*This student was referred to OUTREACH. 

 
There were no findings of causality for special education students recommended 
for expulsion in the third quarter of the 2004-2005 school year. 
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Charter Schools 
 
There were no suspensions or expulsions during third quarter 2004-2005 at 
Aquarian, Frontier, or Family Partnership charter schools. 
 
Highland Tech had seven suspensions during third quarter 2004-2005, compared 
to 32 during third quarter last year.  Three suspensions were for fighting, and 
one each for vandalism, willful disobedience, harassment/bullying and threats.  
There were no expulsions, compared to four during the same time last year.  
 
CC/JC/PM/GO/MH/mlh 
 
Attachments 
 
Prepared by:  Patricia McRae, Executive Director, Elementary Education 
   Gail Opalinski, Executive Director, Middle Schools 
   Mike Henry, Executive Director, High Schools 
  
Approved by: Jan Christensen, Assistant Superintendent, Instruction 
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