China Study Guide

If you can answer these questions and locate these places on a map, you will do well on the test.  

Tian Shan Mountains

Himalayas Mountains

Mt. Everest

Taklimakan

Gobi

North China Plain

Plateau of Tibet

East China Sea

South China Sea

Mekong River

Yangtze River

Yellow River

Yellow Sea

North Korea

South Korea

Mongolia

Nepal

Vietnam

Taiwan

Why did people settle on the North China Plain? Give 3 detailed reasons.

What isolated China from the rest of the world? Name 3 specific physiographic features.

Identify these characters and the number of strokes each has:
二 人 山 林 口 日 弓 田 門 下木 一 大 上 三 日 

Over how many years was the Great Wall built?

Name one myth of the Great Wall.

What was the purpose of the wall?

Where does the Great Wall begin and end?

Why isn’t the wall built in straight lines?

What did the Wall traditionally symbolize and what does it symbolize today?

What invention did the Shang dynasty base on the moon?

What was the religion during the Shang dynasty?

What are two examples of advances that occurred during the Shang dynasty?

How did historians learn about the Shang dynasty?

Where are the earliest examples of Chinese writing found?  (i.e., what was the writing on?)

What led to the decline of the Shang dynasty?

What was the dynastic cycle?

The first part of the Zhou period was very different from the last part of it.  How were they different?
What led to the decline of the Zhou period?

What are three of the achievements of the Zhou?

What led to the rise of Confucianism, Legalism, and Daoism?
How did Zhou rulers justify their power?

Why did Han Fei write Basic Writings?
Who was Han Fei?
According to Han Fei, what was the best way to create a strong government?
How did Han Fei believe a ruler should govern?

In what ways were legalist ideas applied by Qin rulers?

The Qin dynasty, which was legalist, was very short.  Why?

During which dynasty did Confucian principles become widely accepted in China?

What did candidates have to show they knew to be chosen as government officials during the Han dynasty?

What conditions made Confucius sad?

Who was Confucius?

What was the responsibility of each person in the 5 basic relationships?

What are the 5 basic relationships in Confucianism?

Who was Laozi?

According to Laozi, why should people not strive for power and wealth?

According to Daoists, how can people gain peace and happiness?

Why do Daoists try to accept all things that occur?

How did Laozi believe rulers should govern?

In what ways did Han laws reflect Daoism?

What is loess?
What are oracle bones?
What was “China’s Sorrow”? Why was it called that?
What is li?

What is the Dao?
What does the yin and yang symbol represent?
What was the Silk Road?
Where did the Silk Road extend from and to?
Name four things that were traded from China.
Name three things that were traded to China from the West.

What was China’s big secret and what would happen to someone who revealed it?

Name two influences that came to China from India via the Silk Road.
