WDS English IV-12th Grade                                                          American Literature and the World                                                         2019-2020                                                                                                     Claire Torbensen-Armstrong
Instructor's Contact Information:  






  Phone: (907) 742-3050







 Email:
 torbensen_claire@asdk12.org




       Webpage: www.asdk12.org/staff/torbensen_claire/

Course Objective: Heighten awareness and understanding, through literature, of the complex interaction of culture, geography, history, politics and economics that permeate all aspects of our immediate community, the U.S. and the globe.

Four Units of Study:  Moral Ambiguity: Good vs. Evil; Citizenship: Society and My Role; Social & Economic Justice; Environment: Nature & Man’s Role in it 
Potential Core texts for the Year: Hamlet or Othello, Shakespeare; “The US Constitution” & “Bill of Rights”; 12 Angry Men, Rose; Ender’s Game, Scott Card; Black Boy, Wright; Invisible Man, Ellison; The Long Walk to Freedom (film); Ishmael, Quinn; East of the Mountains, Guterson; Heart of Darkness, Conrad; Ender’s Game-Scott Card
Grading:   Grades are computed on the basis of total points for the semester.
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Expectations:  Please be on-time, be prepared, deliberately involved, be self-disciplined, and please be respectful. Please observe all rules set forth in the ASD Student Handbook.

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism or forgery is a serious offense and cannot be tolerated.  Plagiarism means copying from other students, textbooks, the Internet, and/ or commercial source. First Offense=zero on the assignment and the incident will be entered into the student's discipline file. Second Offense=zero on the assignment and consequences to be determined by the Student Services Principal.

Coursework:  We will read and coach texts, study grammar, address/ discuss current issues, develop portfolios, research important topics, analyze various media, evaluate and discuss the merit of many documents, take lecture notes, take quizzes and unit exams, write and revise multiple essays, and allow for other forms of critical thinking/ listening skills.  
Assessment:  Students will frequently be provided rubrics prior to any and all assessments. Students will earn grades in the following areas:  participation; materials (class preparedness); completion of homework and in-class work; individual demonstration of knowledge and comprehension of course material through written assignments, discussions and exams; group and individual projects. We will be doing outdoor activities, around Chugiak High School, throughout the school year. Students will be given ample warning to dress accordingly to the weather and to have the necessary materials these activities require.
Homework, Make-up, Late work:  Homework is due at the beginning of the period and will not be accepted beyond that time without penalty. Students will be issued two "Late" passes that can be used to turn in late homework, without penalty, within two weeks of the original due date. Any assignment turned-in after the two passes are used will be issued a zero. If not used, these passes can be turned-in for extra credit, in the event the student is not missing any assignments. In a discussion environment, it is impossible to “make up” class time during times when participation is recorded for a grade. If a student is absent when participation is recorded, the student will be given a comparable written assignment at the same point value for the class participation. There will be no excusal for missed discussion participation. Make-up work due to absence(s) is available before school, at lunch, and after school. Assignments given prior to absence(s) are due on the due date or immediately upon return. Make-up work, including tests, will not be permitted for unexcused absences.
Hall Passes:  Each student will be given three passes to be used to leave the classroom during the semester for personal hygiene, going to a locker, etc. Each unused pass is worth bonus points and may be turned in at the end of the semester for extra credit, in the event the student is not missing any assignments.
Electronic Device & Cell Phone Policy (See attached document)
Statement of Understanding: (This form is visible online @ the above web address.)
I have read and understand the course overview for WDS English IV and will respect Ms. Torbensen-Armstrong's rules and expectations.                                                       

Student name (printed) _____________________________
Student Signature _________________________________  Date _________________

My child has discussed the course overview with me. I understand and will aid in upholding it. 

Parent Signature _________________________________    Date _________________

